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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objective: This research set out to determine the qualitative and quantitative
characteristics of groundwater resources in Bam-Narmashir plain by using Geographic
Information System and Geostatistics.

Material and Methods: In this regard, the geostatistical method of Kriging and Geographic
Information System was used to investigate the spatial distribution of qualitative characteristics
(e.g., chlorine content, electrical conductivity, dissolved solute concentration, magnesium,
potassium, acidity, sulfate, and bicarbonate) and the groundwater quality index (GQI) as well as
the depth of ground water in the ten-year statistical period of 2011-2021.

Results: The results of the preparation of spatial distribution maps of water quality variables in
the statistical period revealed an increase of the value of these parameters (except for the pH
variable) from the south to the north of the plain. So that from the middle of the plain to the north,
this increasing trend becomes more intense. The results of preparing the difference map of GQI
index during the 10-year period under investigation indicated that the quality of ground water
improved in a small area of the plain and in other areas of the plain, especially in the northern
parts, the difference of this index at the beginning and end this period increased by more than 400
units. This issue shows the severe drop in water quality during this period in most parts of the
plain. The results of the groundwater depth change map disclosed that, except for a very small
part in the middle parts of the plain, in other parts of the plain were observed a drop in the level
of underground water reported to be 52 meter in the most western part of the plain and on average
about 9.8 meter in other parts of the plain.

Conclusion: The results of this research showed that the quality of ground water was good for
drinking purposes in a very small part of the south of the plain as an except, having an unsuitable
for drinking purposes category in other parts of the plain. Overharvesting and lowering of the
aquifer's water level has caused the rise of salt water and the interference of the salt and fresh
water table in all areas of the plain especially its central areas, which the continuation of this
process can increase the salinity of the aquifer to such an extent causing deterioration of all
activities in agriculture and animal husbandry in the region. Furthermore, in the results of
quantitative study of ground water indicated a strong and increasing trend in the amount of
exploitation leading a decrease in the level of groundwater.

Keywords: Bam-Narmashir plain, Drinking consumption, Geostatistics, Ground water quality
index, Water level drop.
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Table 1. Values of weighting coefficients associated with groundwater chemical parameters according to the WHO
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Table 3. Statistical descriptions of groundwater quality parameters
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Table 4. The results of geostatistical analysis of studied parameters

o 5 Jslo olul 556 auls aili] ol ks I
R2 b Range sill (C0+C) Nugget (C0) Mo Varia
(%) C/C0+C () (&0 5%) (&2ro5)
1400 1390 1400 1390 __ 1400 1390 1400 1390 1400 1390 1400 1390
041 059 0.69 094 27500 25000 0.62 0.61 0.19 0.037  (circular) 5 (circular) 5 S0
053 053 099 099 26700 26700 1.55 1.28 0.001  0.001 (circular) g5 (circular) g5 cr
086 084 085 077 31200 20800 0.27 0.15 0.04 0.035 (Exp&ﬁ;ﬁ al) (Creular) s, HCOs"
038 056 092 091 26500 20000 9.5*10“% 0.001 87+10° 0.001  (Circular)s,s (Circular) g5 pH
052 054 099 099 27000 26500 0.63 052 0001 0001 (Circular) s (Circular) g5, DS
052 055 099 099 29000 30600 0.19 0.19 0.001  0.001 (Circular) s (Circular) g5 K*
051 053 097 099 27700 27400 0.79 0.63 0.03  0.001 (Circular) s (Circular) g5, Na*
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Sl Sl
052 054 099 099 27200 26800 0.6 051  0.001  0.001 (Spherical) (Spherical) GQI
094 082 094 095 111700 76500 2.39 2.24 0.14  0.119  cwsS(Gaussian)  ss(Gaussian) Depth
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Figure 2. Spatial distribution map of groundwater quality variables and GQI of Bam-Narmashir plain in 2011
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Figure 3. Spatial distribution map of groundwater quality variables and GQI of Bam-Narmashir plain in 2021
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Continued Figure 3. Spatial distribution map of groundwater quality variables and GQI of Bam-Narmashir plain in 2021
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