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Figure 1. Geographical location of the study area in west Azarbayjan Province
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Figure 2. Consecutive steps for the preparation of the flow accumul ation map for computing the L S factor
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Figure 3. Steps of the preparation of flow accumulation maps from digital elevation models

AU a8 ob b b Sy @glite byl jlhee
Jie 5l odds dusbre sl S (o ) jlee Blol 5 (1 Ske
sl sy Loyds VO g 00 X bl b glis)] g8,
LS o 53 slre Slodl § (S0be WS 3 (59w
so ¥er g Voo Noe &y Jolw olal i3l b o duasloro
e el cucal & a9 b () Jgdo) conl oad yui
Solipe; SKSS j1 ashl 1> LS aule > glis,l oo,
2 8 o5y Jae Jobo Sl cebie s sl

205 o 0dlaiwl LS duusloro

LS Jole isogs slnosll | flaodls ) Jpa

Iy cikisee ol b 08, (sloJao I oolitul b odel cowd
sl slp LS e jlide gdieS aad o ol
01 Gl 9 0301 a0 byl calises dlal b glasyl 68,
lp g YooV b oplp e Ve olal b (o098 Jio (sl 35
gy owyp Cawl YY/V L plyy g0 ¥oe olul b 098, Jao
Sl b (pogy ladie 3 LS ole (nSle lpuss
el Gl U i LS e inlS Sl il
Syl Galidl b 5o LS palie jlae lysdl el Jolo
Glyzil 5 ke AMB] oo .l a4l talS Joku

adllas 390 dilato ;5 LS oo (gylol a4 -V Joan

Table 1. Statistical description of the LS factor for the study area
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Figure 4. LS factor map for the study area based on the 75x75 resolution DEM
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Abstract

~ Topographic factor is an important factor of computer models of USLE family due to the
high sensitivity of modd results to its variation and complicated effects of topography on soil
erosion. Moore and Wilson (1992) have introduced a well-known method to compute LS factor
of RUSLE model using digital elevation model (DEM).The objective of this study was to
determine the proper size of DEM for computing LS factor in a 7116 ha area, in Rashakan
region at the southern part of Urmia. DEM models with cell sizes of 30, 50, 75,100, 200 and
400 m were prepared in ArcGIS 10 environment and the raster based maps of LS were derived
from each DEM model based on Moore and Wilson method. %)atlal dependence of the LS
factor was analyzed and the proper cell size of DEM mode! was selected based on the degree of
spatial dependence. Results showed that the spherical model explain the spatial pattern of LS
factor and the DEM model with 75 m cell size has the strongest spatial dependence (0.523? and
the highest coefficient of variation (0.983). As aresult, in this region DEM with 75 m cell size
is suggested as a proper cell sizeto compute LS factor based on Moore and Wilson method.

Keywords: Cell size, Geostatistics, LS factor, RUSLE, Rashakan, Urmia
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